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The Honorable Lawton Chiles
United States Sepate ,

Dear Sepator Cbiles:

Thiao is in resi’pdg'fghgg%r.letter dated April 16,
1979, on hihalf of RED, 'Ing. (RFD), Tampa, Floyvida,
concerning a request for, proposals (No, MCE-1134)
lssved by the Communicé;;ggsﬁﬁﬁnnlligg_gofpg:ngign czoki‘smapuhz
(COMSAT), RPD asserts that COMBAT, by establishing '
a fourteen day recaponse ‘time {n i{ts request for
proposals, did not afford offerors sufficient time

to submit their proposals . | "

- A you know, our authority to xesnlve Governnent

LR}

contract award controversies'rests op the. and_. -
Accounting:Act of 1921 (31 Uig.C. 879, et ‘Bec. (1976))
Tﬁﬁt‘ﬁfﬁfﬁfi"brovideshthat-claimﬁ attd demapds against
the United States will be settled and adjusted by the
General Accounting office, and further deleqgates

authority to our Office to certify accounts.

L4//l COMSAT, however, was esstablisihed pursuant to
7 U.8.,Cy § 731, et seq.. (1976) . Section 731 provides:
“There ir authorized to bo created a
comnupications satellite worporation
for profit which will not be an agency
or establishmnent of the Unilted Statesg
Government, * # *w

Since CONSAT is not subject to our fettlement authority,
ve. have no juriasdiction in the natter. Generally,
howaver, requests For proposalu phould provide a
reascnable time for cfferors to subnit their proposals,
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cilrcumstances rermitting. We ﬁra unable to determine
the rearsonableness of the periold established by
COMSAT based on the information now beforas us,

We regret that we cannot: be nf furt! x
asslstanca, 4

Sincarely yours,
:i
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urr.ron so‘t*onin

Milton J. Socclar
Goneral Counsel
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